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intimate fashion. From the collective unconscious as a'
timeless and universal mind we should expect reactions to
the most universal and constant conditions, whether psycho-
logical, physiological, or physical. From the conscious, on the
other hand, we should expect reactions and adaptation-pheno-
mena relating to the present; for the conscious is that part of
the mind that is preferably limited to events of the moment.
The collective unconscious—so far as we can venture a
judgment upon it—seems to consist of something of the
nature of mythological themes or images. For this reason
the myths of peoples are the real exponents of the collective
unconscious. The whole of mythology could be taken as
a kind of projection of the collective unconscious. This can
be illustrated very beautifully in the starry heavens, the
chaotic forms of which have been ordered through the pro-
jection of images. It is this projection that explains the
influence of the stars asserted by astrologers. These influences
are merely the unconscious, introspective perceptions of the
activity of the collective unconscious and are not due to
the stars. The possibility of calculating actual effects from
the stars must be discounted by the fact that since Hipparchus
(100 b.c.), owing to the precession of the equinox; astrological
calculations are no longer correct.
Just as the images of the constellations were,projected
into the sky, so similar and other figures were projected into
legends and fairy tales or upon historical personages. We
can therefore investigate the collective unconscious in two
ways, either through mythology or through the analysis
of the individual. Since I cannot make the latter material
accessible to you, I must limit myself to the former. But
mythology is such a wide field that we can select from it
only a few types. Similarly, the number of environmental
conditions is endless, so that here too we can deal with only
a few types.
As the living body with its special characteristics is a
system of functional adaptation to environmental conditions,

